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THE BOLERA OR BOWLING ALLEY  

 
The bolera or bowling alley must be a smooth, flat area free from grass, stones or any 

other obstacles. The bowls and balls 
must be able to roll evenly on this 
surface without roughness, lumps or 
holes. 

 
It must have a rectangular shape 

from 30 to 35 metres long and 8 to 15 
metres wide. At the end of the bowling 
alley there must be wooden trunks or 
timber and before them a groove which 
stops the bowls and balls.  
 

If there are buildings, paths or 
other alleys next to it, there must be a 
fence round it so that the bowls do not 
hurt anybody. 
 

At the top of the bowling alley there must be EL PATO, made of a stone or a concrete 
mound, long and tilted towards the bowling alley.  

 
The next thing and at about 1.75 or 2 metres from THE PATO sticks there will be a 

rectangular slab made from stone or any other material which must be tough, smooth and thick 
and whose minimum measures should be 1.40 metres long and 1 metre wide. This slab is called 
the ANTE CASTRO 

 
The CASTRO, which is next to the ANTE CASTRO, is a 

stone or concrete square and will be perfectly even and levelled on 
which surface arranged on three lines there are nine 
“GANCHERAS” or pockets which are use to secure the bowls in 
them. 
 

THE BASIC FACTS OF THE GAME  
 
The basics of the Burgalés bowling game are just the “bowls” and 
“balls”. 
 

Both are made of hard, tough wood (holm oak, quercus ilex, 
three to four years old preferably) although plastic bowls in the 
“arriba” game are doing quite well especially in wide, safe bowling 
alleys. 
 

The bowls can be classified in those used in the “arriba” game 
(thin) and those used in the “abajo” game (thick). All of them must 
be cylindrical, straight, well finished and calibrated, and of about 
50 centimetres long. 
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The “arriba” bowls will have a diameter from 6 to 
7 centimetres and the “abajo” from 8 to 10. 

 
The balls, completely spherically shaped, will 

have a smooth surface to favour their rolling 
down and a diameter from 25 to 35 centimetres. 
They will weigh from about 7 to 12 kg. They will 
have two cavities; a small, round one where you 
put your thumb into it, and the other long, bending 
to the centre of the ball, where you put your other 
four fingers. 

 
 
 

THE PLAYER OR PLAYERS  
 

The number of players will be divided in two sides of equal numbers unless, due to an 
outright advantage one can play against two, two against three, and so on, if all the players 
agree. 
 

The matches will be from two to eight players. One against one, couples, trios or four 
against four. 
 

When an official championship 
is played each side must have at 
least one or two reserve players. 

 
 
 

KINDS OF GAMES 
 

The Burgalés bowling game 
according to its intensity, muscular 
strength, skill, bowls arrangement 
and so on can be divided in: 

 
 

a. THE ARRIBA GAME OR PASABOLO requires a great effort and it is played with 
three bowls placed on a line in the centre of the castro. 

 
b. THE ABAJO GAME OR DE DENTRO, inside, requires a better coordination and 

skill and it is played with six to nine bowls such as the following: 
 

1. DIABLA NATURAL   9 bowls 
2. MANO NATURAL    9 bowls 
3. CASTRO MANO    6 bowls 
4. BOLILLOS     9 bowls 
5. DIABLA CON MICHE   9 bowls and miche 
6. MANO CON MICHE   9 bowls and miche 
7. CASTRO DIABLA    6 bowls 
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THE GENERAL RULES OF THE GAMES  

 

 
 
In the PASABOLO game as in the abajo ones, the match is always set to 40 points 

(bowls), except in the “primera mano” or first hand game. The prizes in the PASABOLO are 
fixed at the 10, 20 and 40 lines, the trinquete and the salte. 

 
It will always be played 

with three bowls placed on 
the castro central row and 
numbered 1, 2 and 3, in the 
direction to the castro 
timber. The bowls used are 
the thin ones as described 
in 10. 
 

The player has the right 
to set the bowls in the 
gancheras or pockets 
sloping at the angle that he 
thinks best and better suits 
his game. The use of metal 

objects in each ganchera or pocket is allowed; its thickness being that of a peseta (fifty cents 
or a euro now?) coin maximum. 

 
The throwing of the ball must strike the ground outside the castro, but if the ball hits the 

inside of it, it is called a “calva”, bald, and the shot is called out. If the shot strikes on the 
calva or castro line, which is named “muerde”, biting, is called in. 

 
When the ball is shot it must reach or go beyond the first line or the DIEZ. If the ball 

lands or touches the DIEZ line it is good, but if it does not get to that line it is called 
“quedada”, stayed behind, and the shot does not count. 
  

If the ball does not stay behind, if it is not a quedada, the bowls that go beyond a line will 
carry its prizes, 10, 20 or 
40, and if the bowl lands in 
the middle of one of them, 
the prize will be the line 
immediately before. 

 
There must be another 

prize of the same value as 
the “TRINQUETE” and 
“SALTE” ones; that is to 
say they are not just a fixed 
number of bowls unless in 
qualifying competitions 
they are set a fixed value in 
bowls. 
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The SALTE prize will be awarded to the bowl that goes beyond the wooden timber 

between both posts without touching the ground or the sides even though it touches on one of 
the posts. 

 
The TRINQUETE prize will be awarded to the bowl that flies over the wooden timber 

touching the ground on its way or the wooden borders of the alley, but it must always go 
between the two posts. 

 
The bowls that hit the sides or the wooden borders of the alley will count for a maximum 

of 40 or ACABADO, end. They will never be awarded the salte or trinquete prizes although 
they jump over the wooden timber between the posts because they come off the walls or 
wooden sides.  

 
 
 


